Good Thinking PAVES O’r the way to Good Communication
	PURPOSE 
	Mode
	Audience
	Purpose 
	Topic

	Summarize using “MAPT” sentence:
	Example:  The purpose is to persuade so
	drivers . . . 
	agree to . . .
	stop using hand-held devices.

	
	Overall mode?
	Intended audience?
	Desired outcome?
	Specific topic?

	   Mode
	   Explain (+ research)
	
	Understand
	

	   Audience
	   Narrate
	
	Understand
	

	   Purpose
	   Describe
	
	Visualize
	

	   Topic
	   Argue/Persuade
	
	Agree
	

	
	
	
	
	

	AUDIENCE
	Consider audience’s knowledge Level:  
	Attitude toward subject:  +,  √ (neutral, check it out),  

	
	
	
	
	

	VOICE    (4 P’s)
Voice elements:
	Point of View: 
   1st, 2nd, 3rd person
	Perspective: (verbs) past, present, future
	Personality/Character

(Example: grieving
	Person (role in society)
brother of victim)

	
	
	
	
	

	EMPHASIS
	To generate/comprehend/summarize emphasis/main ideas:  Thinking pattern word + key idea word(s)
   Ex: The writer 1) compared texting to non-texting driver  2) defined dangers  3) defined accident  4) gave sister’s testimony.

	
	
	
	
	

	SUPPORT
	Develop emphasis through thinking patterns.  Unarguable testimony best; rest arguable via truth, validity.
   Example:  1) Compared texting to non-texting driver using factual illustration.  2) Defined dangers using statistics. 

                  3) Defined accident using narrative description.  4) Gave sister’s outcome using testimonial. 

	
	
	
	
	

	ORGANIZATION
	Order ideas by purpose (rhetorical), reasoning, or formulaic thinking patterns. (See three boxes below).


                                                                                            

                                                                                                                          Purpose Thinking Patterns 
                               (Rhetorical Topics and Subtopics)











Example(s) (a specific, relevant instance)






Define



Illustration  (details or description w/senses)










Group ideas (classification and division)










Similarities (different groups, same qualities)






Compare



Differences (different groups, different qualities)










Degree (overall similarity and difference) 










If…then…   (antecedent/consequent=probability)         










Cause and effect (certainty=will happen each time)






Relate



Contrary (same group, degree of different qualities)










Contradiction (same group, totally opposite qualities)










Possible or Impossible  (prove it could happen)







Circumstance


Past Fact or Future Fact  (prove it did/will happen)










Testimonial (personal witness/experience)










Testimony


Authority
(legal, popular, books, documents, etc.)












Maxims (sayings believed to be true)










Precedent (previous legal or authorized change)










Law  (legal and governing rules, documents)
                                                                                                                                                Statistics (relevant data, polls, research, etc.)
Reasoning Patterns


Inductive Reasoning:


1=Gather true and valid data


2=Group data to reach


3=Conclusion


    (Abductive reasoning  


    starts with probabilities.)


Deductive Reasoning:


1=Generalized statement


2=Relate specific statement 


3=To nature of generalization


Deductive example:


1=Texting drivers are 4xs more likely to have accidents.


2=That driver is texting driver.


3=Therefore, that driver is 4xs more likely to have accidents. 





©Sara Heisler, 2008.  Dana Eide, format





Formulaic Patterns


order by…


•importance


•time


•general to specific


•appearance  (left to


  right, inside-outside, 


  top to bottom, etc.)


•senses


•color


•shapes


•blocked/grouped vs.


  alternating  ideas


•topic, 3 supports,


  conclusion


•problem-solution


•classical rhetorical


  structure


•new speaker

















